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to make as it is indispensable for an understanding of the course of
international history in the year 1933. Perhaps the most convenient
method will be to break up a complex and unwieldy subject into
three rather arbitrary divisions. In the first place, we may survey
the more or less disinterested indignation that was aroused in the
World at large, and in the principal Western countries in particular,
by Nazi acts of violence and oppression. In the second place, we
may examine the reaction in Rxissia, which was mainly self-regarding
and which rapidly found expression in strenuous diplomatic activities.
In the third place, we may attempt to trace the influence of the
revolution in Germany upon the policies of Italy and of the East-
European successor states.
In this last-mentioned field the skein of diplomatic relations is
particularly hard to disentangle; for here the effects of the National-
Socialist Revolution in Germany were interwoven with other trans-
actions which were already in train before Herr Hitler's triumph was
achieved or even foreseen; and, moreover, many of the resulting
developments—for example, the German-Polish 'Pact of the 26th
January, 1934; the Austrian civil war of the 12th~15th February,
1934; and the Italo-Austro-Hungarian Pact of the 17th March, 1934—
did not take shape until after the turn of the calendar year. In dealing
with this field in this volume, we must bo content to leave the story
uncompleted; and in one important part of the field—namely, the
internal history of Austria in its international bearing—it lias seemed
best to reserve the whole story for narration in the volume that will
follow.
2. The General Reaction abroad to the Persecution of the Jewish and
other Victims of the National-Socialist Revolution
Claiming, as they did (and this with good reason) that the upheaval
in Germany after Herr Hitler took office was a revolution in the
current and accepted sense of the term, the German National
Socialists went on to make the further claim that, while every
revolution notoriously takes a certain toll in bloodshed and injustice
and destruction of wealth and happiness, their own national revolu-
tion in 1933 had a conspicuously shorter list of incidental acts of
violence to its account than most revolutions of equal magnitude
in the Western World in recent times. Whether or not this German
contention were statistically correct,1 it manifestly failed to carry
* By the time when this chapter was being revised* in July 1934, Herr
Hitler's claim to have acMeved a more or less bloodless revolution had been
destroyed by the tfuhrer'a own acts during the week-end of the 29th, June to
the 1st July of his second year of office.

